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justly appreciating the beauties of ancient lite-
rature, though I now and then have a misgiving
that it is a relic of the cloister, which had no
productions of its own to compete with them,
and its traditional authority has not yet be-
come extinct; not that the moderns have pro-
duced such works of genius as to supersede
them? for those of the imagination are not to
be accumulated to greater perfection, from age
to age, like those of science. Indeed the works
of the ancients, relative to the latter, are now
only useful as instances of the progress of the
human mind; nor could they be otherwise, as
science is more or less perfect in proportion to
the ages that have preceded; as it is the last
man's knowledge, added to that of all his pre-
decessors, or, as Sir John Herschel far better
expresses it, it " is the knowledge of many, or-
derly and methodically digested and arranged,
so as to become attainable by one;" and thus
a respectable philosopher of the present day
may possess more knowledge than even such
powerful and original minds as those of Confu-
cius or Zoroaster, Aristotle or Pythagoras : he
is not like the goose I now see wading through
the mud, and that can't build its nest a jot
better than the sacred ones of the Capitol
could.
With regard to works purely imaginative,
perhaps the very converse of this will be found